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Welcome to the Hawksbill Greenway! 
 

Where Urban Meets Wild 

The Luray-Hawksbill Greenway 

combines a lush habitat for birds, 

butterflies, trout, and other wild-

life along with urban amenities. 

 

It offers a two mile, 10-foot-wide, 

paved walking and biking trail 

which is handicapped accessi-

ble.  The path is divided by green 

stripes in order to give a sense of 

lanes.  It also has yellow markers 

painted every 1/10 mile to let trail users measure their walking distance.   

 

The Greenway has become a major venue for the town. Many activities are 

held there, including a Youth Trout Fishing Tournament, Festival of Spring, 

Family Funfest, Evenings on Main concerts during the summer, as well as var-

ious walks for charity.  

 

Trail users are only steps away from Luray's vibrant downtown area – with its 

restaurants, Farmers’ Market, 

shops, hotels, B & B’s, museum 

& restored train depot – and its 

historic homes in quaint residen-

tial neighborhoods. 
 

The Greenway crosses Main 

Street in the center of town and 

provides easy access to business 

and residential areas.  The foot-

bridge under Main Street allows 

you to continue along the Green-

way without having to cross the 

street.  Take either ramp up to the street level for access to Historic Downtown 

Luray. Six major parking areas are available. Many trail users park at different 

locations in order to vary their walking/biking experience.  

 

Greenway Courtesy 
1)  Walk/bike on the right side of the path. 2)  Yield the right of way to all pe-

destrians.  3)  Pass trail users on the left.  4)  Bikers should give adequate 

warning to avoid surprises. 5)  High speeds are not permitted on the Greenway.  

6) Walk bikes where indicated along the trail. 
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Dogs Have Rules Too 
 Dogs are welcome and must be 

leashed.   

 Mutt-Mitt dispensers are located 

along the trail with biodegrada-

ble bags to pick up after your 

pet.   

 Trash containers are located at 

convenient points along the trail 

where you can  deposit the filled 

bags and other trash. 

 

Along the trail, drinking fountains are available to accommodate wheelchairs 

and pets. A pet dish is located at the bottom of each fountain which can be filled 

by pressing a button on the pedestal above the pet dish. Remember, you and 

your pet should always be properly hydrated for health and comfort’s sake.   

 

Benches and picnic tables are conveniently located along the trail.  These have 

all been donated by Greenway supporters. We are grateful for their support and 

interest in the trail. 

 

The trail is adjacent to the 

Hawksbill Creek for about a mile 

of its entire two mile length.  An 

additional trail loop approximate-

ly .7 of a mile departs the creek as 

it meanders around a cattle pas-

ture.  Many trail users comment 

that the nearby creek is interesting 

as well as beautiful in all seasons. 

 

Healthful Benefits of 

Walking and Biking 
You will see many people and their pets using the Greenway. Joggers, power-

walkers, and people strolling; all enjoy the benefits of walking.  Health experts 

encourage us to walk as a means of maintaining heart health and overall fitness.  

Trail users can easily develop a walking plan suited to their needs by using the 

trail map in this booklet. The woman pictured on the cover, actually lost over 

100 pounds by walking the Greenway!  

 

Need Information? 
If you are a tourist and have questions, there are outdoor kiosks around the 

Greenway which provide a variety of brochures about the town and local 

events. 
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Bird Watching on 

the Greenway 

 

Luray Hawksbill Green-

way is home to many birds 

which hunt food in the 

waters of Hawksbill Creek.   

 Black-crowned Night-

Herons and Green-backed 

Herons are common in 

warmer seasons  

 Great Blue Herons 

and Kingfishers are year-

round residents.   

 As trees in the riparian area of Phase III grow taller the bird population 

will change and woodland birds will become more prominent.   

 Bluebirds and Tree Swallows use the nesting boxes along the loop trail 

each year.   

 

Alert birders will see a wide variety of birds especially in the early morning.  

Trail users have also reported seeing wildlife such as muskrat, beaver and wea-

sel (mink). 

 

Although the Greenway is not designed to function as a tailored park you will 

see many flowering plants and small gardens along the trail.   

 

 Two perennial 

gardens are 

planted in the 

trail splits.  

 The Luray 

Garden Club 

Memorial Gar-

den which fea-

tures a variety 

of trees, shrubs 

and flowers 

along  with a 

gazebo and 

benches. 

 Ruffner Plaza  

features  varie-

ty of perennials 

and annuals in the planters. 
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Greenway Murals 
 

Murals in Luray date back 

to 1937. More recently, 

local artists have contin-

ued this tradition. A de-

scriptive brochure about 

these  murals is available 

at the Visitors Center.   

 

The murals along the 

streets depict historic 

themes specific to Luray.   

 

Other murals along the Greenway focus on natural images;  many of these 

were painted by local artists and school children. 

 

See These Numbered Locations on Center Trail Map. 
 

# 1 - Flowering Forest 

 
The entire Greenway is 

home to thousands of na-

tive trees.  Some of these 

were already growing 

when the Greenway was 

designed, but most of them 

were planted as part of the 

Riparian Buffer. 

 

The Flowering Forest con-

sists of over thirty trees 

that are either native or 

hybrids of native trees 

which display especially 

attractive flowers and/or foliage.  The trees which have been planted around 

the Trail Head Plaza are low growing species and are recommended for plant-

ing under power or phone lines.   

 

All the trees in the Flowering Forest are identified with stakes displaying the 

species, cultivar, and common name.  Most of the trees in this area were pro-

vided by the Page County Tree Board, garden clubs, and Luray’s Tree and 

Beautification Committee. Also included are two gardens planted with peren-

nials and shrubs where the walking trail has been divided. These plants have 

all been donated and are also identified with tags. 
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#2 - Riparian Buffer 
The young trees and rough grass located here are part of our Riparian Buffer.  

This planting of a sixteen-acre plot along the Hawksbill Creek was done with a 

grant awarded to the Page County Tree Board in December 1999.   

 

Various church groups, Hill & Valley Garden Club, Boy & Girl Scouts, Tree 

Board members, high school students, and community volunteers have planted 

more than 2,500 seedlings over a period of several years. 

 

Varieties of Oak, Maple, and Ash as well as Locust, Bald Cypress, River 

Birch, Red Osier Dogwood, Persimmon, Redbud, and shrubs are growing up to 

become a forest buffer in this area.  

 

The buffer is part of 

Virginia’s Conservation 

Reserve Enhancement 

Program.  Because of 

this program agreement, 

grasses and weeds 

around the trees cannot 

be mowed from April 15 

through August 15. 

 

Riparian buffers are the 

single most effective 

protection for our water 

resources in the entire 

Chesapeake Bay Water-

shed.  These buffers are one-hundred foot wide strips of grass, shrubs and trees 

along the banks of rivers and streams.  The Riparian Buffer along the Hawks-

bill provides a transition zone between the water and the cattle pasture.  It fil-

ters out phosphorus and nitrogen from fertilizer and animal waste and traps 80-

85% of these chemicals which formerly entered the stream during moderate to 

heavy rainfalls. 

 

The habitat offered by riparian buffers is home to a multitude of plants and 

animal species, including those rarely found outside this narrow band of land 

influenced by the creek.  This buffer also serves as a wildlife travel corridor. 

 

When this forested riparian buffer matures it will benefit aquatic habitat by 

improving the quality of the water through shading, filtering and moderating 

stream flow.  Shade in the summer maintains cooler, more even temperatures.  

This allows the water to hold more oxygen and will reduce stress on the fish 

and other aquatic creatures. This riparian buffer has contributed significantly to 

the transformation of this creek into a “Class A” trout stream. 
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#3 - Luray Garden Club Memorial Garden 
This charming garden is accessed by way of  traversing a small loop starting 

near the picnic tables and drinking fountain, crossing the access road, and loop-

ing around the garden. 

 

The Luray Garden Club is the oldest club in Page County.  Founded in 1931 

and federated in 1933.  This outstanding club has remained active throughout 

the years and has contributed 

significantly to the beautifica-

tion of Luray. Members have 

planted trees, shrubs, and 

perennials throughout Luray. 

The club meets monthly and 

continues to seek ways to 

help the community preserve 

its green space. 

 

This lovely garden provides a 

quiet place to enjoy nature 

and beautiful plants. The ga-

zebo which was made possi-

ble by donations from club members, was installed in 2010. 

 

There are a number of benches around the garden where one can relax and 

enjoy a variety of planter beds.  Each Crepe Myrtle, Magnolia, and Dogwood 

tree was planted as a memorial to faithful garden club members who are now 

deceased. 

 

The Hill & Valley Garden Club  
This club was established in 1956 by the Junior Women’s Club of Luray. The 

purpose of the club is to encourage gardening, find inspiration by working 

hand-in-hand with nature, and to enhance our homes and benefit our communi-

ty.  The club’s motto is: “One is nearer God’s heart in the Garden than any-

where else on Earth.” 

 

Members provide seed for the birds during the winter at the MontVue Nursing 

Home and conduct horticulture therapy sessions at the Hawksbill Nursing 

Home. The club provided the landscaping at the Luray West End traffic island. 

Members enjoy working with their hands and hearts by maintaining the histor-

ic cemetery on Main Street, memorial trees at Ralph Dean Park and planters at 

Page Memorial Hospital entrance. 

 

Fund-raising activities during the year have enabled the Hill & Valley Garden 

Club to donate plants directly to the Greenway, and to purchase accessories 

such as the water fountain at the north end of the Greenway. 
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# 4 - Fishery Rock Structures 
This project has enhanced 

the trout fishing in a one-

half mile section of Hawks-

bill Creek through the con-

struction of a series of in-

stream structures.  These 

massive rocks have en-

hanced the riffle-pool com-

plex.   

 

Riparian shrubs and plants 

help lower water tempera-

tures.  Six groups of massive 

rocks were placed along the 

creek to achieve this goal.  Funding provided by the National Fish and Wildlife 

Fund and the Chesapeake Bay Program.  On-site planning and work was per-

formed by The Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. 

 

Trout stocking takes place several times each month and the Hawksbill Creek 

along the Greenway and beyond is a well known “Class A” trout stream.   

 

A “Youth Only Trout Fishing Day” is held on the first Saturday of May each 

year.  This event draws over 150 children plus parents and friends. It is spon-

sored by the Page County Sheriff’s Department, The Department of Game and 

Inland Fisheries, and Luray’s Department of Parks and Recreation.   

 

Trout fishing is available 

from October 1 through 

June 15.  State fishing and 

trout licenses are required.  

Please observe rules as 

stated in Virginia’s Fishing 

Guide which is available 

where licenses are pur-

chased. Fishing licenses 

and the associated trout 

stamp may be purchased at 

the following locations: 

 

 

 Fairview Store - 101 Antioch Road at Fairview Road 

 Southern States Cooperative - 201 Williams Street (off East Main Street) 

 Wal-Mart Super Center - Sporting Goods Department 

 White Oak Outfitters - 1544 Mill Creek Road 
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#5 - Ruffner Plaza 
 

This plaza is the site 

the first two lots 

which were sold in 

order to establish the 

Town of Luray and, 

subsequently, Page 

County.  Isaac Ruff-

ner sold both lots to 

Christian Forrer-

Price on September 

4, 1812, for a total 

cost of $121.00.   

 

Although flooding of Hawksbill Creek rendered these lots as unsuitable build-

ing sites, the Town of Luray developed them to become this attractive park. 

The plaza is bordered by brick planters and a protective railing next to the 

walkway under Main Street made possible with donations from the Luray Ro-

tary Club. 

 

All plantings in this plaza were designed, furnished and planted by the Page 

County Master Gardeners.  The pergola and its swings, as well as park benches 

were donated by individuals who love and support the Greenway. 

 

Please take time to read the memorial plaques on the west side of the plaza 

which provide more information about the history of the park. 

 

There was an earlier building foundation on this site that was much lower and 

closer to the stream. The exact construction date of the previous building is 

unknown, but is estimated 

to have taken place some-

time in the 1800’s.  

 

The older building’s floor 

was supported by concrete 

footers which were formed 

in barrels similar to those 

used to store whiskey.  

The picture shows the sup-

ports which are no longer 

visible since the construc-

tion of the new walkway. 
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# 6-Cliffside Pocket Park 
Much of the Hawksbill Creek, which winds toward the Shenandoah River, has 

steep, wooded cliff-like banks.  Because of the ruggedness of these areas, peo-

ple seldom use them and they are a secluded habitat for a wide assortment of 

birds and small animals. 

 

These “wilderness thresh-

olds” offer fine opportunities 

for nature study and bird ob-

servation right in the center of 

town.  With cliffs and bluffs 

often 50 to 100 feet above the 

water these wild areas offer a 

scenic frame to our historic 

town and are worthy of 

preservation in their own 

right.  This pocket park con-

tains a Butterfly Garden 

where you can spend time 

watching the many varieties of butterflies which are common to this area 

 

The small park has benches, picnic tables, and a drinking fountain which is 

handicap accessible and pet friendly. When you walk on this portion of the 

Greenway, note the old-fashioned working saw mill across the stream from 

this park. Limited parking is accessible from South Hawksbill Street. 

 

If you have driven to this “pocket 

park,”  please note South Hawksbill 

Street is for south bound traffic only 

and all vehicles  must exit to the right, 

onto Virginia Avenue which is Busi-

ness U.S. Route #340 South. 

 

The Greenway comfort stations were 

completed in 2010 and  are open from 

dusk until dawn, 365 days a year. One 

restroom is located on Phase II, and a 

second restroom on Phase III . Both are 

ADA compliant.  

 

The exterior façade of each one is de-

signed to blend in with the trail's natural 

surroundings. This project was made 

possible through a grant provided by the Virginia Department of Conservation 

and Recreation. 
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# 7 - Crockery & Bottles Found at the Cliff 

When the Blue Ridge Mountains were settled in the 1800’s, some of these 

families worked at the Stony Man Camp (Skyland) until Shenandoah National 

Park was developed ca 1937. Broken plates, crockery and glass items used by 

these families and Stony Man Camp’s dining hall were thrown in trash heaps 

during this period.   

 

Many items of trash were carried downstream during periods of heavy rain and 

were deposited in the flood plain. As a result, dinnerware fragments discovered 

when this pocket park was being developed are typical of those found in for-

mer settlement sites throughout Shenandoah National Park as well as all com-

munities downstream from the Blue Ridge Mountains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All of these bottles and dish fragments are at least fifty years old.  

 The two soft  drink bottles at the top of the photograph are from Whistle 

Bottling (“Wet Your Whistle”) Harrisonburg, VA which went bankrupt in 

the Great Depression.  These bottles are stamped with the patent date of 

1926.   

 One of the pieces of dinnerware is by Carr China, chartered by Thomas 

Carr, Grafton, West Virginia in 1916.  Carr specialized in restaurant-ware 

and his business was discontinued in 1952.   

 Note the wide mouthed apothecary bottles to the left of the soft drink bot-

tles.   

 The small bottle shaped liked a mandolin has a cork. Its origin is un-

known, but the shape was a popular design for perfume bottles. 
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#8-Chinquapin Oak 
The second largest Chinquapin 

Oak in the state of Virginia 

grows just above the Hawksbill 

Greenway.  

 

With a massive canopy spread 

of 132 feet, this arboreal treas-

ure is estimated to be at least 

250 years old.  It would have 

sprouted around 1776, the year 

the Declaration of Independ-

ence was signed and when Page 

County was still inhabited 

mainly by Native Americans 

and a few settlers. The trunk 

measures 19.8 feet in circum-

ference and it towers 60 feet 

above the ground. 

 

The Page County Board of Su-

pervisors decided not to build 

on this site in order to protect the Oak. An old shed will be removed and a 

small park is planned for this location. So few trees such at this Chinquapin 

Oak remain, and we are proud to have it living in our community.  Come view 

it in all four seasons to truly appreciate its beauty.  

 

#9 - Restored Train 

Depot 

The restored depot is just 

a short walk from the end 

of the Greenway at Vir-

ginia Avenue.  Though 

not part of the Greenway, 

the depot houses  the 

Chamber of Commerce 

and Visitors Center, and a 

Railroad Museum. It is a 

great source for area in-

formation. 

 

The depot has been restored to its period of greatest significance— the 1940’s. 

This was just before the Norfolk & Western railroad terminated passenger ser-

vice on the line, the end of steam trains, and the point of departure for soldiers 

during World War II. 
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Phase IV of the Greenway 
This section was completed in the fall of 2008 adding approximately 1,800 feet 

to the trail. This phase has be-

come a popular area for walk-

ing and sight-seeing with its 

beautiful scenery, and foot-

bridge. Trail-side bench and 

picnic table designs were re-

searched due to the possibility 

of a high water event; the de-

signs chosen have proven to be 

virtually flood proof.   

 

The Hill & Valley Garden 

Club along with Scouts and the 

Town, donated money & labor 

for the plantings near the parking area. 

 

Permeable Paver Parking Lot 
The permeable paver parking lot and rain garden on Phase IV of the Greenway 

was completed in 2011.  Spaces have been marked for parking on the entire lot 

including the “Turfstone” area which resembles grass.  Along with the addi-

tional parking, the main goal in this particular area is to filter run-off into the 

Hawksbill Creek.  

 

By installing the permeable pav-

ers, rain garden, and associated 

landscaping, we have achieved 

our goal and are confident that 

the environmental benefits of 

this project will have a positive 

impact on our waterway for gen-

erations. This project was made 

possible through a grant provid-

ed by the Virginia Department of 

Forestry.  

 

A Thank You to All! 
As the Greenway phases were being constructed, town residents, businesses, 

and visitors to the Greenway, have donated many of the benches and tables, as 

well as drinking fountains, trees, and gardens. Thus far, donations have ex-

ceeded over $350,000 for trail-side amenities.  

 

If you are interested in making a donation, please contact the Department 

of Parks & Recreation or the Hawksbill Greenway Foundation. 
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This booklet prepared by Eleanor Ames 

Hawksbill Greenway Foundation. 

Edited by Leisa Kite. 

 

Funding for this brochure was provided by 

 

Hawksbill Greenway Foundation 

Luray Page County Chamber of Commerce 

Luray Tree & Beautification Committee 

 

Funding for the Luray Hawksbill Greenway  

was provided by 

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation,  

USDA Forest Service, Virginia Department of Forestry,  

and The Town of Luray.  

 

For information call: 540-843-0770 

or visit: www.HawksbillGreenway.org 

 


